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For Immediate Release

Tourism in XX County Generated $XX in Visitor Spending in 2023

City, Ga. (Distribution Month, Day, Year) – Organization name today announced that visitors to XX County brought in $XX in spending in calendar year 2023, according to newly released data made available by the Georgia Department of Economic Development. [Incorporate any key details about specific spending categories, year-over-year increases, all-time records, or noteworthy comparisons in relation to this data].
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“[Insert quote from tourism/county spokesperson],” said [insert organization name] [insert spokesperson title] [insert spokesperson name].
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te][bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]
Travel demand in 2023 supported XX jobs and generated $XX in state and local tax revenues for XX County. Without the state and local tax revenues generated by tourism, XX County taxes would cost an additional $XX per year, per household. [Incorporate any key details about other impact categories, year-over-year increases, all-time records, or noteworthy comparisons in relation to this data].
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“Georgia’s diverse destinations, unique experiences, and welcoming communities attract visitation and visitor spending into every corner of our state,” said Georgia Department of Economic Development Statewide Tourism Director Jay Markwalter. “Together, we continue to drive increasing levels of tourism impact, powering our state and local economies, supporting jobs and businesses, and enhancing the quality of life for all Georgians.”

In 2023, Georgia broke visitation records for the second year in a row, reaching a new high of 171 million domestic and international visitors. These travelers spent a record $43.6 billion on hotels, restaurants, transportation, and other local businesses across the state and generated $5 billion in state and local tax revenues. Total economic impact for Georgia travel and tourism reached $79.7 billion and supported more than 463,400 jobs statewide.

For more information about tourism in XX County, visit [insert website link].
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About GDEcD
The Georgia Department of Economic Development (GDEcD) is the state’s sales and marketing arm, the lead agency for attracting new business investment, encouraging the expansion of existing industry and small businesses, locating new markets for Georgia products, attracting tourists to Georgia, and promoting the state as a destination for arts and location for film and digital entertainment projects, as well as planning and mobilizing state resources for economic development. Visit Georgia.org for more information.
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